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This month we celebrate Chanukah, the Festival of Lights. Each of the eight nights we light the 

chanukiah, we increase the brightness and the warmth of the flames.  For me, there is nothing 

as beautiful as light against the darkness. The flickering flames of the candles are very 

comforting in the darkness of a cold winter night. 

 

Following through on the theme of lighting up the darkness with light, your light can shine extra 

bright this month.   

Dec. 1, there will be a Joint Hurricane Relief benefit happening here at Temple Emanu-El.  Our 

Jewish Community will be raising money to help the many elderly Jewish families that are trying 

to rebuild their lives and their homes in North Carolina. Many have lost everything. There will be 

a live stream from Rabbi Harley speaking about the challenges their community is facing in the 

aftermath of Hurricane Florence and how our efforts can help make a difference. Music and light 

refreshments will also be part of this very important event. Check The Jewish Leader for more 

information.  

December 7, is our Chanukah service, chanukiah lighting, and lively music with our T.E. Band. 

December 8, there will be an outdoor chanukiah lighting in Gales Ferry at 4:15, followed by 

havdallah and food to warm you up at my house in Groton around 5:00. Check the Bulletin for 

more information.  

And if you you’re looking to shine your light a little more, come light the last candle of Chanukah 

with us at Zachs Hillel House on the Connecticut College Campus on December 9, from 2-4, for 

a community Hootenanny/Sing-a-Long!  

Whew...and that’s just the beginning of the month! 

 

A big, big, thank-you to Chris Rock, Jonathan Rowe, Barry Greenhalgh, Michael McCarthy, Jo 

Michaelson, Jo-el Fernandez, Sandy Greenhouse, Bethany Kanfer, Armi Rowe, Merrill 

Mazzella, and Barbara Luftglass-Morea. You worked hard to learn music and add your musical 

talents to our very special Artist in Residence weekend with the Zohar’s. What an amazing 

weekend!   

 

If you want to chant Torah this year, please contact me at the Temple. 

Trope class is on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30.  

If you are looking to join the choir, I’m always looking for altos, tenors, and basses! 

We will be singing in January with rehearsals in December.  

Thank you to Pat Sher for chanting Torah in November.  

 

Chag Chanukah sameach!!   

B’shir, 

Sherry 

 

 

 

 


