
Cantorial Message 

 July 2019  
 

I just returned from my Women Cantors’ Network conference. Our keynote speaker, Rebecca 
Wanatick, from the Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest, New Jersey, asked us this 
question: 
 
“What does a fully inclusive Jewish Community look like?” 

Think about it, what does a fully inclusive Jewish Community look like? Rabbi Marc likes the 
song Holy Mountain, because it is based on Isaiah 56:7, My House shall be called a house of 
prayer for all people. The key words are all people. The definition of inclusive is: something 
that does not leave any part or group out or, including everything or all types of people. Being an 
inclusive community for Temple Emanu-El would mean making sure that every congregant feels 
welcome and has a sense of belonging. It might mean making sure that our house is a “place 
where everyone can worship and participate in ways that best suit their needs.” Rebecca said, 
“Diversity is being invited to the party. Inclusion is being asked to dance.” Some of the things 
suggested were projects as simple as having a cup dispenser put on the side of the water 
fountain so those who are wheelchair bound can get a drink of water; having large print 
siddurim (prayer books); or having a few hearing amplifying devices.  
Inclusivity is not just for those with physical or mental challenges, but also our LGBTQ+ 
community and people of color. Everyone should feel comfortable and that he or she belongs. 
We are all created betzelem Elohim, in G!d’s image. Belonging happens when we listen to our 
congregants. How can we better serve your needs? 

 
While at the conference, I learned to play the Ukulele, attended shacharit (morning services), 
and Mincha Ma’ariv services. We learned the mechanics of the body and new gender pronouns 
for some in our LGBTQ+ community, and learned at least 20 new pieces of music! Don’t worry; 
I won’t use all of them. It’s always a great learning experience and I enjoy seeing my colleagues. 

 
If you are interested in joining the choir for the High Holy Days, please e-mail me. 
 
Enjoy your summer and be safe. 
 
B’shir, 
Sherry 

 


