
Presidential Message 

June 2019  

 

Well, that was fast. 

I wanted to use this month to thank everybody for their continued support of 

Temple Emanu-El during my presidency. While I can’t thank everybody by name, all of 

you played a part in our continued success over the past four years. 

I was privileged to sit on the Bima with five rabbis over my term. My term started 

shortly after Aaron Rosenberg’s retirement, but I was always thrilled when Aaron led 

services as our Rabbi Emeritus. We learned a lot about ourselves during the year with 

Scott Saulson. He helped us understand our situation and sincerely tried to set us up 

for success as we entered our new era with Marc Ekstrand. Every day since he arrived, 

Rabbi Marc has been a spiritual leader, a manager, a community presence, and – most 

important – my friend. I would be remiss if I left out our rabbi’s better half, Rabbi Polly 

Berg, and our community partner, Rabbi Rachel Safman of Beth El. Both have been 

an important presence in our congregation. 

Transitioning through so many rabbis can lead to chaos, but I was blessed with two 

anchors who ensured that Temple Emanu-El served you as you deserve. Sherry 

Barnes is truly the heart and soul of our temple. Dedicated, sincere, loving, and 

talented, Sherry binds our service together and teaches our students to lead us during 

their B’nai Mitzvah services. Nobody knows what’s going on around the building like 

Roberta Reisner-Winograd. She has been infinitely patient with me and the rabbis 

and always has our best interests at heart. When I’ve made mistakes or overlooked 

something, Roberta was always there to set me on the right course.  

Many of you have been members of the Board of Trustees during my time. There’s no 

way to name everybody, but I’m proud to have kept so many of you up late at night for 

our marathon meetings. I think of my Table 9 peers: Scott Zettler, Chris Rock, 

Jonathan Rowe, Geoff Hausmann, and Susan Fornara. I think of our longtime 

leaders that continue to serve such as Scott Wolfe, Jo-el Fernandez, Marcia 

Reinhard, Barbara Senges, John Murphy and Sam Winograd. And I think of 

those of you who decided to give temple leadership a try such as Amy Perry, Stan 

Bloustine, Andy Parad, and Steve Panikoff. I’m especially grateful to my mentor 

and our “longest serving Immediate Past President,” Gail Weber. I’d fill the page 

listing off all of you who have served on the board, and I’m sorry that I didn’t give each 

of you a shout-out.  



The board has worked through much drama from the rabbi searches to our ongoing 

collaboration efforts with Beth El, and the congregation and I owe you all a debt of 

gratitude.  

I’ve enjoyed working with our religious school, first under Barbara Kallan and Marc 

Goldsmith, and now under Armi Rowe and Jennifer Zettler. I have always gotten 

a kick out of sharing my spot on the Bima with the Bar and Mat Mitzvah students on 

their big days. All of you were so well prepared, and smart, but also really managed to be 

funny and enjoy the day. Through all of that, though, none of you ever read the fine 

print on your certificates. I’m still waiting for goats and chickens from many of you.  

As I write, I’m also thinking of some of the sad times that we shared as a community. We 

lost many members to the ravages of time and illness. I especially think of Terri 

Goldsmith, Jodi Katz, and Gail Webman. I’m also proud of how our temple led the 

community in observing the tragedy in Pittsburgh last year.  

Last, I would not have been able to serve you without the support of my family. I became 

president the night after Jacob’s bar mitzvah. Just when he thought he was going to 

not be at Temple so much, he finished his last year of Hebrew School as the president’s 

son. He’s been a presence at services and has helped out at the building when we’ve had 

honey-do day. Kaitlyn has always been my partner in crime at services and continued 

to join me throughout my four years. I was especially pleased to play proud papa when 

she won last year’s Aaron Rosenberg Tikkun Olam award. My parents, Don and 

Carole, watched with bemusement as I took on the responsibility of leading a temple. 

As I’ve reported to you before, my stories and experiences with you were instrumental in 

their decision to re-affiliate. Most important, we all owe a sincere thank-you to my 

beloved wife, Anne. Anne had to miss so many hours of my company and bad jokes 

over the past four years, but was still patient enough to let me use her as a sounding 

board when I’d come back from meetings whether I was excited or frustrated. Even from 

behind the scenes, Anne has put her heart into making our congregation successful.  

I wish Jonathan Rowe and the new executive committee, Jo-el Fernandez, Russell 

Sheikowitz, Jo Michaelson, Tom Smith, Elyse Hicks and Deb Linder all the 

best as we move into our next era. I’m looking forward to continuing to serve as 

immediate past president… unless Gail wants to do another two years.  

Thanks again to all of you, my friends and family of Temple Emanu-El. This has been 

the most rewarding four years of my life, and it was my honor to be allowed to serve all 

of you. 

 


