December Bulletin Article 2025

"The world is based on three things: on the Torah, on the service of God, and on acts of loving-kindness.": (Pirkei Avot 1:1)

As I look around at ‘my’ school here at TERS, I see the world reflected above.  A world where, in Kitah Dalet, the students study introductory Torah thanks only to Shmuel, Mrs. Senges, and Mrs. Green.  In Kitah Vav and Zayin, the students study Torah more deeply because of the close guidance of Rabbi Marc, Hazzan Sherry, Mrs. Zettler, and Mr. Miller.  Regarding the service of God, I see Miss Meredith going above and beyond each week creating unique lesson plans to motivate her students to be empowered to be in service of God.  With respect to acts of kindness, you cannot enter the classrooms of Miss Amanda, Mrs. Greenmoor, or Mrs. Zelken without learning first hand what it means to be kind.

I like to think that by having a hand in selecting and keeping these fine folks on staff here, this is somehow a reflection of me.  Maybe it is to a lesser extent.  To a greater extent, it is a reflection of what it means to be Jewish.  What it means to offer a fundamental Reform Jewish education to our students as we stretch ourselves in our best efforts to inspire them to develop their lifelong connection to our Jewish community.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to applaud each and every member of our teaching staff, including my right hand woman, Amy Orce, without whom I could not do this job.  You work tirelessly.  You create these amazing lesson plans.  You do jobs no one else would even know exist.  You give up your Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings.  You do it for the students out of kindness.

Kindness is a form of love.  I want to thank you for loving your job, loving your students, and loving your life!  Thank you for choosing kindness and choosing each day to be a Jew.  Whether you are a Jew by choice like me or you were born into this faith, you wake up every morning and have a choice to practice your faith.  You not only practice your faith, you choose to share it with others.  For that, I am grateful!

Shalom,

Lisa
