
Sometimes you do not know you are searching for something until you find it.  
 
When my family first came to Temple Emanu-El, we were looking for a place where our 
children could receive a meaningful Jewish education. We are a multifaith family, and that 
journey has always made questions of faith, identity, and belonging especially important to 
us. We wanted our children to learn about Judaism, but we also wanted them to experi 
ence it. We wanted them to understand the stories, traditions, holidays, and values that 
have shaped generations before them. More than that, we wanted them to know what it 
feels like to belong to a Jewish community. What we found was more than we expected.  
 
We found a community that felt welcoming, diverse, and real. Families here come from 
different backgrounds and different places, but there is room for everyone’s story. As a 
multifaith family, that mattered to us. We wanted our children to grow up knowing who they 
are without ever feeling that their family’s path made them different in a way that excluded 
them. We found a community where diversity is part of what makes us stronger. And then, 
almost without realizing it, we started imagining the future. I imagined my children sitting 
beside other Jewish children, learning Hebrew, asking questions, celebrating holidays, and 
building friendships that might become part of their lives for years to come. Religious 
school offers something that goes beyond the classroom. It gives children a place to learn  
who they are, to ask difficult questions, and to grow up surrounded by other children who 
are learning and growing alongside them.  
 
Being able to provide that for my own children is an incredible gift. Being able to help build 
that experience for other families is even more meaningful. Today, safe Jewish spaces 
matter more than ever. Being Jewish is harder for our children than it was for many of us 
and their parents growing up. That makes Jewish education and Jewish community more 
important than ever. Our children need places where they can be openly and proudly 
Jewish, where they can learn, question, celebrate, and simply belong.  
 
Sometimes you find exactly what you were looking for. And sometimes, if you are lucky, you 
find what you did not even know you needed. That is what Temple Emanu-El is becoming 
for our family.  
 
Shalom,  
Louis Lasko 
Director 
Temple Emanu-El Religious School 


